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5.3.  ACHIEVING POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR - GUN/SUPERHERO PLAY
Rationale

We acknowledge that children will come across the use of guns and weapons in the world around them, whether in the news, pirate or cops and robbers films, or from their own experiences – an adult discussing a local shooting or a relative in the army.  Some may know gun owners involved in farming, or an elder sibling with an air rifle.  Some children may have experienced a war torn country.

Our experience of children tells us that children have been playing these games of “goody” against “baddy” probably since time began, though the characters change from Cowboys and Indians to Cops and Robbers to Spiderman and Power Rangers.  Such games are a common theme in many nurseries.  As a staff we have had a lot of debates over how to manage this interest in children, and over the years have tried different approaches.  We find when we ban it altogether the gun play continues, though in a more underhand way.  Lego guns or wooden block guns become phones, strange inventions or lollipops when asked before reverting to a gun again once the adult has moved away.  We have tried explaining why we do not like guns because they are dangerous and they hurt people only to be told incredulously “But they’re pretend!”

We believe that children’s imaginative play generally follows the following basic themes:

· what they have experienced

· what they know about

· what they are interested in

· what they want to know more about

· what they want to understand

· what they are anxious, concerned or worried about

· what they feel

· their many possible future roles

(Diane Rich 2003)

Our Practice

At Tarvin Pre-School Nursery we have a policy of following the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum which is based upon children’s own interests.  We have decided to accept and even support children’s play along these themes whether army, Spiderman or pirates for the following reasons:

· We know children play at what concerns and worries them.  By exploring themes that make them anxious like games of good and evil or dying (a favourite game of children which is played over and over again) children can gain a feeling of control.  They are the masters of their own play, no one gets seriously hurt and when the play stops life carries on as normal.  

· Generally, though not exclusively it is boys who play these games. We know boys achieve at a lower level than girls throughout primary school especially in areas such as writing.  It has been argued that because nursery education is taught mainly by women that the way boys learn and their motivations can sometimes be disapproved of and therefore marginalised. We feel we should use children’s (particularly boys’) interests to support and extend their learning

· We believe if we support children’s play in these “fighting” themes we can bring other dimensions to it.  For example, the aspects of rescue work that the army undertake as well as well as destruction, and telling children about the sad reality of war and guns.

· Some children may know a gun user and at some point in their life come into contact with a gun whether it is an air rifle or a shotgun.  Therefore we feel it is important that children know that guns aren’t toys and that they are very dangerous so that children know what to do if they see a gun, the same way as we warn children not to touch matches

Tarvin Pre-School Nursery takes a non-political stance on conflicts in the wider world and will not be dealing with the political aspects of war with children.

This policy is to be taken alongside our behaviour policy which states adults support children with the skills to resolve conflicts that they have with words, not aggression.
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