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2.3.  Health & Safety - Safety Checks
	EYFS: 3.54, 3.64, 3.65


At Tarvin Pre-School & Day Nursery we make sure the Nursery is a safe environment for children, parents, staff and visitors by carrying out safety checks on a regular basis in accordance with the timescales set out in the Nursery checklists. These include daily checks of the premises, indoors and outdoors, and all equipment and resources before the children access any of the areas. The checks are recorded to show any issues and solutions.   

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Fire Safety, Risk Assessments, Visits and Outings and the Equipment and Resources policies. 

All staff should be aware of potential hazards in the nursery environment and monitor safety at all times. 

Risk assessments

Risk assessments document the hazard, who could be harmed, existing controls, the seriousness of the risk/injury, any further action needed to control the risk, who is responsible for what action, when/how often will the action be undertaken, and how will this be monitored and checked and by whom. 

The nursery carries out written risk assessments at least annually. These are regularly reviewed and cover potential risks to children, staff and visitors at the nursery. When circumstances change in the nursery, e.g. a significant piece of equipment is introduced; we review our current risk assessment or conduct a new risk assessment dependent on the nature of this change. 

All staff are trained in the risk assessment process to ensure understanding and compliance. 

All outings away from the nursery are individually risk assessed. For more details refer to the Visits and Outings policy. 

Electrical equipment 

	Who checks
	How often
	Location/Tel. no.

	PAT Testing – UK Safety Management
	Annually
	08448004180


· All electrical cables are kept out of the reach of children wherever possible and shielded by furniture where they need to be at floor level

· Electrical sockets are all risk assessed and any appropriate safety measures are in place to ensure the safety of the children. 

Mains information

Locations of:

· Water stop tap: under the sink in kitchen
· Main electricity box: Control Room (key in office)
Dangerous substances

All dangerous substances including chemicals MUST be kept in locked areas out of children’s reach. All substances must be kept in their original containers with their original labels attached. Safety Data Sheets (Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)) and risk assessments must be kept for all substances and the appropriate personal protection taken and used e.g. gloves, apron and goggles. 

Hot drinks and food

Hot drinks must only be consumed in the staff room/kitchen. No canned drinks, sweets or crisps are to be kept or consumed in the nursery rooms. 

Transport and outings

The nursery has a comprehensive documented policy relating to outings, which incorporates all aspects of health and safety procedures including the arrangements for transporting and the supervision of children when away from the nursery.

Room temperatures

· Staff should be aware of room temperatures in the Nursery and should ensure that they are suitable at all times. There is a thermometer in each room to ensure this is monitored 

· Staff must always be aware of the dangers of babies and young children being too warm or too cold

· Temperatures should not fall below 18(C in the baby rooms and 16(C in all other areas

· Where fans are being used to cool rooms, great care must be taken with regard to their positioning. 

Water supplies

· A fresh drinking supply is available and accessible to all children, staff and visitors

· All hot water taps accessible to children are thermostatically controlled to ensure that the temperature of the water does not exceed 40(C.

Coronavirus – Addendum/Additions
Risk assessment: We will carry out a full risk assessment before opening (See amended Risk Assessments) . This assessment directly addresses risks associated with coronavirus (COVID-19), so that the right measures can be put in place to control those risks for children, their families and staff. 

We will consult all employees on health and safety, and so they are best placed to understand the risks in nursery. 
Legionnaires check (applicable where premises have been temporarily closed during the lockdown period or where they may need to temporarily close during future lockdowns): Appropriate health and safety checks will be conducted prior to reopening including legionnaires checks.

Social distancing: The early years sector know that unlike older children and adults, babies and young children cannot be expected to remain two metres apart from each other and staff. The government guidelines acknowledges this through advising grouping measures that are in place. Addendums to policies and procedures have been put in place to help minimise the risk of infection through avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms, frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices; regular cleaning of settings, minimising contact and mixing, where possible. 

COSHH assessment: We will ensure that a COSHH assessment is completed for any intended use of bleach and disinfectant products used on site.  

Personal protective equipment (PPE): Government guidance is that PPE is not required for general use in early year’s settings to protect against COVID- 19 transmission. PPE will be continued to be worn as normal for nappy changing and the administration of paediatric first aid. 
PPE will also be worn by staff caring for a sick child while they await collection if a distance of two metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs.) This includes a specific type of mask and eye shield.  Where appropriate staff will be provided with adequate training on the use of PPE.

Face covering: During everyday practice, staff and children will not be asked to wear face coverings as per the government guidelines. 

Essential supplies: We will ensure an adequate supply of essential supplies by ordering in advance. Contingency plans are in place to minimise the impact of any shortages of supplies. The setting will not be not be able to operate without essential supplies required for the management of infection control. 

A monitoring system for the usage of PPE is essential to ensure that a supply of stock is available to all who require it, as and when required to meet the operational needs of the setting.   

In case the supply of food is interrupted, procedures will be implemented to ensure appropriate and sufficient food alternatives are sourced, and normal food safety, and hygiene, processes are followed. 

Coronavirus testing: Staff and children in all early years settings are eligible for testing if they become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their households. A negative test will enable children to return to their childcare setting and their parents to get back to work. A positive test will ensure rapid action to protect their peers and staff in their setting. We will work with staff and families, where testing is required, to arrange for this as soon as possible and ensure isolation periods are followed for all staff and children effected. See more details regarding this at 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
Further information can be found at: www.hse.gov.uk/news/coronavirus.htm
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